
Appendix 4: AMSTAR 2 ratings (1):

Review ID 1

PICO
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Protocol*

3

Study

designs

4

Search

strategy*

5

Duplicate

screening

6

Duplicate

data

extraction

7
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studies*

8
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studies

9

Risk of

bias

assessed*

10

Funding

of

studies

11

Appropriate

meta-

analysis*

12

Risk of

bias in

meta-

analysis

13

Risk of

bias in

discussion

*

14

Hetero-

geneity

15

Publication

bias in

meta-

analysis*

16

Reviewers’

conflict of

interest

Overall

rating

Ashcroft

2005 (2)

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No Partial yes Partial yes No Yes No No No No Yes Critically

low

Ashcroft

2007 (3)

Yes Partial yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Partial yes Yes No N/A N/A Yes Yes N/A Yes Moderate

Barnes

2015 (4)

No No No No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Braham

2010 (5)

No No Yes No No No No Partial yes No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Broeders

2016 (6)

Yes No No Partial yes No No No Partial yes Partial yes Yes No No No No Yes Yes Critically

low

Callen 2007
(7)

Yes No No No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Chen 2010
(8)

Yes No No Partial yes No No No Partial yes Yes Yes N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Cury

Martins

2015 (9)

Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Partial yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Moderate

De Tiedra

1997 (10)

No No No No No No No Partial yes No No N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low

Devillers

2006 (11)

No No Yes No No No No Partial yes No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Dong 2017
(12)

Yes No No No Yes Yes No No Yes No No No No No No No Critically

low

Eichenfield

2014 (13)

No No Yes No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Feldman

2005 (14)

No No Yes No No No No Partial yes No No N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low

Fishbein

2019 (15)

Yes Partial yes Yes Partial yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No No No No Yes Critically

low

Frangos

2008 (16)

No No No No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low

Froeschl

2007 (17)

No No No No No No Yes Partial yes No Yes N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low
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Gonzalez-

Lopez 2017
(18)

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Critically

low

Green 2004
(19)

Yes Partial Yes No No Partial yes Yes Partial yes Yes Partial yes Yes N/A N/A Yes Yes N/A Yes Low

Gu 2013 (20) Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes High

Gu 2014 (21) Yes No No No No No No No Yes No Yes No Yes Yes No Yes Critically

low

Hajar 2015
(22)

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No Partial yes No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Hoare 2000
(23)

Yes No Yes Yes No No Yes Partial yes Partial yes No N/A N/A Yes No N/A Yes Low

Iskedjian

2004 (24)

Yes No No Partial yes Yes Yes No Partial yes Partial yes No N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low

Juhasz

2017 (25)

No No No No No No No No No N/A N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Labedz

2019 (26)

Yes No Yes Yes No No No Partial yes Yes No Yes No No No No Yes Critically

low

Legendre

2015 (27)

Yes No No No Yes Yes No Partial yes Yes No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Critically

low

Li 2007 (28) Yes No No Partial yes No Yes No No Partial yes No N/A N/A No No N/A No Critically

low

Nankervis

2016 (29)

Yes Partial yes Yes Partial yes No Yes No Partial yes Partial yes Yes N/A N/A Yes No N/A Yes Low

Penaloza

Hidalgo

2004 (30)

Yes Partial yes No Yes No No Yes Partial yes Partial yes Yes N/A N/A No Yes N/A Yes Low

Schmitt

2011 (31)

Yes Partial yes No Partial yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No N/A N/A No Yes N/A Yes Critically

low

Sidbury

2011 (32)

No No Yes No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Siegfried

2016 (33)

No No No No No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

Singh 2012
(34)

No No No No No No Partial yes No Partial yes No N/A N/A Yes No N/A Yes Critically

low

Svensson

2011 (35)

Yes No No Partial yes Yes No No Partial yes Partial yes No Yes No No Yes No Yes Critically

low

Tang 2014
(36)

Yes No No Partial yes No No No No No No N/A N/A No No N/A Yes Critically

low

van Zuuren

2017 (37)

Yes Yes No Partial yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Moderate

Wood

Heickman

2017 (38)

Yes No Yes No Yes No No No No No Yes No No Yes No Yes Critically

low
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Yan 2008
(39)

Yes No No Partial yes No No No No Partial yes Yes Yes No No No No No Critically

low

Footnotes: AMSTAR 2 domains

1 Did the research questions and inclusion criteria for the review include the components of PICO?

*2 Did the report of the review contain an explicit statement that the review methods were established prior to the conduct of the review and did the report justify any significant

deviations from the protocol?

3 Did the review authors explain their selection of the study designs for inclusion in the review?

*4 Did the review authors use a comprehensive literature search strategy?

5 Did the review authors perform study selection in duplicate?

6 Did the review authors perform data extraction in duplicate?

*7 Did the review authors provide a list of excluded studies and justify the exclusions?

8 Did the review authors describe the included studies in adequate detail?

*9 Did the review authors use a satisfactory technique for assessing the risk of bias (RoB) in individual studies that were included in the review?

10 Did the review authors report on the sources of funding for the studies included in the review?

*11 If meta-analysis was performed, did the review authors use appropriate methods for statistical combination of results?

12 If meta-analysis was performed, did the review authors assess the potential impact of RoB in individual studies on the results of the meta-analysis or other evidence synthesis?

*13 Did the review authors account for RoB in primary studies when interpreting/discussing the results of the review?

14 Did the review authors provide a satisfactory explanation for, and discussion of, any heterogeneity observed in the results of the review?

*15 If they performed quantitative synthesis did the review authors carry out an adequate investigation of publication bias (small study bias) and discuss its likely impact on the results of

the review?

16 Did the review authors report any potential sources of conflict of interest, including any funding they received for conducting the review?

NB domains marked * in the table and footnotes are critical domains.
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